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COUNCIL April 1, 2010 

 

Wilmington City Council met on Thursday, April 1, 2010, with President Fred Ertel 

presiding. 

 

Roll Call: Jaehnig, absent; Wells, present; Peterson, present; Wallace, present; Mead, 

present; Mongold, present; McKay, present.  

 

Chief Hatten was also present. 

 

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by Peterson to excuse the absent member. 

Motion passed.  

Absent member excused.  

 

Council gave the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

President of Council – Fred Ertel: I would like to welcome you all. Also, it looks like we 

have a young scout – an Eagle Scout, I’m guessing.  

 

Unidentified male speaker: Not yet. 

 

[Laughter] 

 

President Ertel: Hopefully in the future. If you have any questions about how the 

meeting is run or so on and so forth, just pop your hand up and we’ll be glad to answer 

how everything works.  

 

A motion was made by McKay and seconded by Wells to approve the minutes of the last 

regular meeting, March 18, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Minutes approved as received. 

 

President Ertel: Also, I would like to mention about a notice to legislative authority here, 

an application for change in corporate stock ownership, GasAmerica at 393 E. Locust 

Street. That should be on hand at the office if anyone would like to view such.  That 

basically does my portion of the agenda. Mr. Mayor? 

 

Mayor – Mayor Raizk: Thank you, Mr. President. It is my privilege and honor to have a 

proclamation tonight. I think I’ll come down here and ask for some folks to come up. I 

will ask for all of the keepers of the flame. This proclamation is: 

 

WHEREAS The City of Wilmington and Clinton County were first settled 

in 1810, and the year 2010 marks their bicentennial. 

 

WHEREAS, the History and Legacy Committee of the Bicentennial 

Commission has planned many interesting activities and events 

throughout the year to celebrate our 200
th

 birthday and to pay homage to 

the rich heritage of the City of Wilmington and Clinton County. This 

committee is comprised of representatives from all three villages in the 

County and the Historical Societies of Blanchester, Sabina, and Clinton 

County.  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Wilmington supports the celebration of the 

Bicentennial and is dedicated to honoring the history of the City. 

 

WHEREAS, while celebrating the distinguished past of the City of 

Wilmington, we also envision a promise of our future. The following 

slogan, adopted by the Bicentennial Commission, embodies this concept:  

 

“Celebrating a Place Called Home:  Past, Present and Future” 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, DAVID L. RAIZK, MAYOR of the City of 

Wilmington, Ohio, do hereby proclaim the month of May 2010 as: 

 

WILMINGTON HISTORY MONTH 

 

for the City of Wilmington and urge all citizens to share in the celebration 

of the Bicentennial of Wilmington, Ohio.  

 

 Mayor Raizk: So I will present that to you. 

 

[Photograph taken of presentation of proclamation] 

 

[Applause] 

 

Mayor Raizk: I believe that is all I have, Mr. President.  

 

 President Ertel: Thank you so much. At this time, I would like to move into committee 

reports. Asset, Acquisition and Use? 

 

Asset, Acquisition and Use –Chairperson Sandy Mongold:  No report, Mr. President.     

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Mr. Auditor still has the taxes going on. 

 

Auditor – In absence of Auditor David Hollingsworth, there was no report.  

 

President Ertel:  Finance Committee? 

 

Finance Committee – Chairperson Sandy Mongold: No report.  

 

President Ertel:  That is superb. Thank you. Water Committee? 

 

Water Committee – Chairperson Mike Wallace:  No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Streets Committee? 

 

Streets Committee –   Chairperson Peterson:  We have no legislation, but I do have one 

comment. We have a Streets Committee meeting on April 22, and the matter in front of 

our committee is to change the name of a street to honor one of our fallen soldiers. I just 

want to make a comment that I have not been receiving any supportive communications 

from citizens. I just want to encourage, if there are any, for them to call me. Most of it is 

very supportive of honoring fallen soldiers within the county, because there have been a 

number of them, but not designated ones. So, there have to be other views out there, and 

I just encourage citizens to contact me if there are. That is all. Thank you. 

  

President Ertel:  Okay. Thank you. Solid Waste/Recycling? 

 

Solid Waste/Recycling Committee:  Chairperson Don Wells:  No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Wastewater/Sewer? 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee:  Chairperson Mark McKay: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Judiciary Committee? 

 

Judiciary Committee:  In the absence of Chairperson Rob Jaehnig, there was no report.  

 

President Ertel:  Safety Committee? 

 

Safety Committee-  In the absence of Chairperson Rob Jaehnig, there was no report.   

 

President Ertel:  Downtown Revitalization Committee?  
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Downtown Revitalization Committee - Convener Mark McKay – No report, Mr. 

President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Parks & Recreation? 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee - Convener Mike Wallace: No report, Mr. President. 

 

President Ertel:  Thank you. Service Director?  

 

Service Director- Service Director Larry Reinsmith: No report.  

 

President Ertel:  Okay. Safety Director? 

 

Safety Director – Safety Director Nick Babb: No report, Mr. President.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you.  

 

Reports:    

A motion was made by Wells and seconded by McKay to approve the Income Tax 

Report – March 2010, as received. 

Motion passed. 

Reports accepted as received. 

 

President Ertel:  At this point, I would like to open the meeting up to the general public 

and/or members of council to address council while in session.   

 

Paul Hunter: 200 Randolph Street. I am going to beat a dead horse one more time. At the 

last council meeting, I made a presentation about zoning enforcement. I was invited by a 

couple of councilmen, “Come to our committee meeting, and we’ll get this thing 

developed.” So, I spent a couple of days collecting data, writing some solutions, as well 

as identifying the problems, thinking that at the committee meeting I would be able to 

make some suggestions. As it turned out, the committee meeting degenerated into 

simply a “We can’t do anything” sort of thing. “No, you can’t do that.” “No, we can’t 

enforce that.” “You can’t take a car.” At the end of an hour it was over, so I didn’t have 

an opportunity, I felt, to make a meaningful contribution. I sent the members of the 

committee that data that I am speaking of…the suggestions, fixes, the identified 

problems. Nobody, except one person, answered, and he wasn’t even on the 

committee…yeah he was. Mark acknowledged.  

 

Councilwoman Mongold: I answered you.  

 

Paul Hunter: That was just a follow-up. Same deal. You’re not on the committee, 

though, right? That was gratuitous. I appreciate that. The end result of the meeting was 

that little was accomplished and the trash continues to accumulate unabated. One simple 

problem, for example, of what I had in mind, is we have conflicting junk car ordinances. 

One says one thing; another says another. They have been in there since ’08. If nothing 

else, we should be able to resolve that. Say one is out and one is in, or modify one or 

something. That is one of about 15 things that I had written down. Another related issue, 

my neighbor called me the other day and said…everybody knows where the Planck’s 

place is, it has been in the highlights, on Lytle Place over in Southridge. The Planck’s 

have come before us, I suppose, for at least 15 years of being 15 cars in the front yard, 

sometimes trash. We’ve never been able to get them fixed up because we have never 

written the ordinances in such a way that we can get them. So we need to work 

toward…if we can enforce it on them…the poor neighbors. This poor neighbor said, “I 

tried. I don’t want to make the man mad.” She was afraid, so she called Councilman 

Jaehnig, because she saw in the paper where he said, “Let’s get this city cleaned up” a 

couple of meetings ago. Well, he didn’t return the call, nor did anybody else. I finally 

called or emailed into Michelle, and today I got an email that they are working on it. 

They found one car out of the 10 or 15 that are sitting there, so at least they have 

something. At the last meeting, Larry told me there is a new sheriff in town, so I got my 

hopes up that he was going to become the code enforcement official. I was mistaken. So, 
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there is a new sheriff for building inspections, but there is no new sheriff for code 

enforcement. 

  

Service Director Reinsmith: No, but we’re working on it. I went out there. In fact, I 

checked on that car today that you talked about. You know, I couldn’t find it the last 

time. I asked you about that and I couldn’t find it. You know, it was kind of hidden in 

here. 

 

Paul Hunter:  That brown car over there…? 

 

Service Director Reinsmith:  There is a new twist to that. We don’t have it covered in 

our zoning code. That has been a conversion of a car into a dog house [inaudible for 

transcription due to laughter] he has the dog chained up to the post on the van. I said, 

“We’ll have to look at that.” When we sent out the original letter, it went to the wrong 

house, the one next door, so they have issued a new letter on that.  

 

Paul Hunter: And the lady that was here who owns that house denied that it was there. 

Did anybody look at her place over on Grove, the alley where you can’t get through 

because of junk?  

 

Service Director Reinsmith: That’s a constant project too.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Paul, some of the other…I didn’t bring my notes for that 

meeting…but the purpose of the meeting was to look at what was currently legislated 

because we were getting conflicting…  

 

Paul Hunter:  That is what it turned out to be. That is not what it was advertised to me to 

be.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: But that was always the objective – to look at the current 

process. I have just been jotting down and I didn’t bring my notes, but there is going to 

be a subsequent meeting… 

 

Paul Hunter: I’m going to be looking forward to that. 

 

Councilwoman Peterson: …where we are going to be working through those. Just off of 

the top of my head, one is junk cars. It was revealed during that meeting that if they are 

in the back yard, there is nothing we can do about it. 

 

Paul Hunter: Yeah, but that’s not… 

 

Councilwoman Peterson:  But we need to sort through that, because there is no reason to 

continue to report these if we don’t have the process in place to do something about it. 

The other one was that I thought was a great idea to come out of that meeting, is that 

right now there are no fines. 

 

Mayor Raizk:  Yes. That is exactly right.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: We have to go through tremendous process before there is any 

remedy. A key point that was brought out is we could legislate that there are fines much, 

much earlier… 

 

Paul Hunter: That was a good point.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson:  Off the top of my head, those are two that were identified that 

we are going to be discussing. There are a lot of gaps.  

 

Paul Hunter: Well, did you look at what I sent you, Cindy, in depth?  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: Yes. In fact, junk cars was actually one of your concerns. Why 

is it that if they are in the front yard we can act upon it? I would challenge that if my 

patio was looking out over four or five junk cars… 
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Paul Hunter: That person that was saying that has spoke…because it says in the very 

ordinance that I use that it is a violation of the health and welfare of the public.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: In my opinion, I think that we identified a number of 

opportunities that can be addressed. I felt very… because there were a lot of things that 

were revealed at that meeting that I didn’t fully understand.  

 

Paul Hunter: Geoff brought up some points a while back about temporary signs and 

banners. He thought maybe there should be a little more tolerance for people to help 

business. I agreed, and I offered a solution to that. If you want to put up a banner, go to 

the office, buy a $2 permit, and time-limited, you can put it up for two weeks or 

whatever. I know it is a burden. 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: No, no, no, no…I heard that. I heard even a $30 

permit…I’ve heard a lot of it…but it’s not law.  

 

Paul Hunter: Not now…no. 

 

Service Director Reinsmith: If you want to do that, then you legislate it. I know they 

talked about addressing temporary signs and banners, but it has not been addressed. 

 

Mayor Raizk: I think the committee made it clear on that meeting they wanted not to talk 

about signage but the other issues. 

 

Paul Hunter: But I was told it was going to be signage. That is the reason I went there all 

prepared.  

 

Mayor Raizk: But, you shouldn’t feel like you weren’t effective because I think there 

were a number of items we talked about. You know, there are gaps in that. As I have 

shared with you before, we get hamstrung. Things we think we ought to be able to do, 

and then we go to the point where…you know. 

 

Paul Hunter: Well we are either going to fix it or we going to look like an Appalachian 

village down by the river, with stuff dragging, hanging…anyway…thanks.  

 

Councilwoman Peterson: I think every [Inaudible for Transcription] is a step, and I think 

that was a good first step, because I think there were a number of items that were 

identified that we can make headway on.  

 

President Ertel: Thank you. Scott? 

 

Scott Kirchner:  That’s a security system on that vehicle. The one with the dog 

chain…that’s just an alarm system.  

 

[Laughter] 

 

Scott Kirchner:  245 South Mulberry Street. See, you missed it. He’s worried about 

somebody stealing or breaking into the car. It’s not a dog house. I hadn’t planned to 

speak tonight, but to Councilwoman Peterson’s point, I would like to say that I believe 

that the effort to name these two highways in honor of these fallen young men in no way 

is meant to be a disrespect to any other of the fallen heroes that we have that have come 

from this county. I don’t think that that effort, nor their sacrifice for our freedom that we 

all enjoy, should be disrespected because people feel that it isn’t fair. Anyone can bring 

forward this idea and get the same honored bestowed upon any of the Clinton Countians 

who has given their ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. I don’t know that you can decide 

which roads should be or shouldn’t be in any kind of a logical manner. I think this is just 

about respecting the effort and the sacrifice. And I would hate to see the effort and the 

sacrifice disrespected over kind of hand-wringing that isn’t meant to be there. This isn’t 

a disrespect to anyone. The effort is meant to honor and I think that is something that 

needs to be held close as you make the decision about whether or not to honor that 

ultimate sacrifice. So, that would be my thought for you. Good luck with that.  
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President Ertel: Thank you. Thank you so much.  

 

Terry Habermehl: 806 Crestview Ave.  Wilmington. I would like to just take a few 

minutes, I think everybody knows me, but just to introduce myself. I just want to take a 

few minutes to let you all know why I am running for Auditor. I think you should know 

my background first. I am married to the former Beth Waddell for 23 years. We have 

two kids. I have over 25 years of finance and management experience. I currently teach 

finance and management at both the graduate and undergraduate levels at Indiana 

Wesleyan. They have campuses in Dayton and Cincinnati, and I teach at both locations. 

Ten years ago, if you would have told me I was interested in public office, I would have 

laughed. I was like a lot of people. And I tell Kathleen Blake that it is her fault that I am 

interested, because I went through Leadership Clinton. What it really made me realize 

was that I could sit back and complain or I could try and make a difference. I  have 

decided to try to make a difference. I have done a good bit of public service, and for me 

this is the next step. Public office is the next step in that evolution. So, when I looked at 

where I could add the most value, I looked at my background and my education, and that 

is the Auditor’s position. I think at this point in the county’s existence, we need leaders 

who can and will work together at all levels to bring creative solutions to get people 

back to work. You have tough decisions to make in the next year. The county 

commissioners have tough decisions to make. You know, unfortunately, it is going to get 

a little bit worse before it gets better. I think when you look at the county 

commissioners, they have got to have numbers that they can depend on. They’ve got to 

have numbers that they can rely on and trust. On September 16 of last year, the Auditor 

estimated the balance in the general fund to be $419,000 and change. The commissioners 

rightfully got worried. They started talking about layoffs. They went to the people of the 

county and they said, you know, “We’re going to have to lay people off if you don’t take 

voluntary furloughs. So, the people of the county took voluntary furloughs – one day a 

week – to help so nobody had to get laid off. On January 20 of this year, she certified the 

actual balance at $1.3 million. That’s a 68% difference. How can the commissioners 

make the tough decisions that they need to make if they can’t rely on the numbers that 

they are getting from the Auditor’s office. I’ve talked to a lot of township trustees. I have 

had township trustees show me letters where they have gotten a letter from the Auditor’s 

office asking for a check because they overestimated the revenues and revenues didn’t 

come through. How are they supposed to plan and be able to manage their budget if they 

don’t get accurate numbers. It is no secret to anybody that the county is hurting right 

now. We are at 20% unemployment. I have heard the Auditor say several times that in 

2008, the State Tax Commissioner ordered her to increase property values by a certain 

percentage and she worked with the State Tax Commissioner to get that down. Yet, on 

January 27 of this year, the State Tax Commissioner wrote an article for the front page 

of the News Journal that said the state does not do any ordering; they make 

recommendations. So, those numbers in 2008 were based on 2005-2007 property values. 

The law says that is the way it works. There is nothing that the auditor can do about that. 

The law also states that a reappraisal of every property in the county will be done once at 

least every six years. So, in 2009 we could have done a reappraisal, in 2010 we could 

have done a reappraisal. It is scheduled to be done in 2011. The Butler County Auditor 

had the same issue with the State Tax Commissioner. In 2008, the State Tax 

Commissioner said, “Sorry, you know that’s the law.” In 2009, the Butler County 

Auditor did a reappraisal of every property in Butler County and gave the people in 

Butler County some needed tax relief. The Clark County Auditor did the same thing. 

When our people are hurting as bad as they are hurting, I think we need people who are 

willing to stand up and put the people first and willing to fight for the people. To me, 

what the Butler County Auditor did and what the Clark County Auditor did, that is 

fighting for the people. That is one of the few promises I’ve made to people: If I am 

elected, I will fight for the people of Clinton County and I will put them first. If that 

means going to Columbus and fighting with the state, I’ll go to Columbus and fight with 

the state. I have talked to several people at the state level that say CAUV levels are 

under attack again. It’s an easy way to revenues to the state budget. If I am elected and 

that continues, I will go to the state and let them know how important that that benefit is 

to the farmers of Clinton County. I think that is what the people want and I think that is 

what the people deserve. So, I would be happy to take any questions. I ask for your 
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support. I ask for your vote on May 4, but more than that, I ask for everybody to vote on 

May 4. Go ahead. 

 

Paul Hunter: I would like to give you a hypothetical that really did happen. If the law 

says you should bill an entity such as DHL and you see the law and you interpret that as 

an elected official and your responsibility. The prosecuting attorney, also your lawyer, 

says “No.  I suggest that we don’t bill them for the taxes due.” Would you, on your own, 

move to collect those taxes? This is a real case, but it is a history.  

 

Terry Habermehl: No, if the attorney says “no,” that is your legal expert. I don’t think 

that is the case here.  

 

Paul Hunter: Then what is the case? 

 

Terry Habermehl: Not with reappraisals in 2009. 

 

Paul Hunter: No, I’m talking about…. 

 

Terry Habermehl: You have your attorney for a reason. He is the legal expert and if your 

legal expert says no, then… 

 

Paul Hunter: But what if his advice is in error and you know it is an error.  

 

Terry Habermehl: Then I would go to the next level in the legal system and I would 

say… 

 

Paul Hunter: You would go to the District Court of Common Pleas, right? 

 

Terry Habermehl: If that is the next step…yes. 

 

Paul Hunter: Okay. 

 

Terry Habermehl: Other questions? 

 

President Ertel: Very good. Well, thank you, Terry. 

 

Terry Habermehl: I have some literature here that I will leave with Laura.  

 

President Ertel: Very good. We’ll make sure that everyone in council gets that.  

 

Terry Habermehl:  Thank you.  

 

President Ertel again asked if anybody else from the public or the council wished to 

address council while in session.   

 

Seeing no one else who wished to speak, President Ertel asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 

A motion was made by Peterson and seconded by Wells to adjourn.  

Motion passed. 

Council adjourned. 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

      _____________________________ 

      President of Council 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Clerk  


